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TAMPA: The conventional image of an American president managing a crisis shows him
thumbing through a briefing book on a desk in the Situation Room or Oval Office. The new
standard may well become that of a president with an iPad in his lap or on his desk, keenly
watching a video or flipping through a series of satellite images or listening to an NSA intercept
as he peers at an NGA map overlaid with targets and reams of hyperspectral data or showing
the movements of a terrorist over time.

The Director of National Intelligence (DNI) is the man formally charged with briefing the
president each work day on the world’s most pressing intelligence and national security issues
faced by the United States but he covers a lot of territory so, day-in day-out another person —
Robert Cardillo — oversees compilation of what’s known in Washington as the PDB.
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